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The National  Coalit ion of  Dentists  for  Health Equity supports  and

promotes evidence-based,  high quality ,  and cost-effective oral  health

service delivery,  specifically innovative workforce efforts

demonstrated to address  disparit ies  of  access  to dental  care.

 

To achieve this  goal ,  the Coalit ion endorses the addition of  dental

therapists  as  integral  members of  the oral  health care team in the

United States  to increase access  to dental  care,  expand access  to dental

education opportunities  and diversify the profession.

 

Across the nation,  access  to oral  health services remains one of  the

greatest  unmet health needs for  children and low-income adults .  As a

result ,  these populations suffer  from a disproportionate burden of  poor

oral  health outcomes which in turn contributes  to unnecessary pain

and preventable infections,  higher healthcare costs ,  lost  productivity

and lost  wages,  and poor overall  health outcomes including death.   

 

A myriad of  systemic barriers  including social ,  cultural ,  economic and

geographic factors  lead to gross  inequities  in the oral  health care

delivery system.  However,  the largest  barrier  is  the inadequate dental

workforce that  leaves many rural ,  urban and tribal  communities

without adequate access  to care.

 

D e n t a l  T h e r a py  p o s i t i o n

s t a t e m e n t

"OUR  ROSTER  OF  CAMPAIGNS  HAVE

GARNERED  AWARDS  IN  LOCAL  AND

INTERNATIONAL  CONVENTIONS . "



V I S I O N :  T H A T  A L L  P E R S O N S  I N  T H E  U . S .  R E G A R D L E S S  O F  A G E ,  R A C E ,  I N C O M E ,  G E N D E R ,  G E O G R A P H I C

I S O L A T I O N ,  A N D  A B I L I T I E S  S H A L L  H A V E  A C C E S S  T O  A F F O R D A B L E ,  C U L T U R A L L Y  A P P R O P R I A T E ,  P R I M A R Y

C A R E  I N C L U D I N G  O R A L  D I S E A S E  P R E V E N T I O N  A N D  T R E A T M E N T  S E R V I C E S .

Although a multifaceted solution is  necessary to fully address  this

issue,  the uti l ization of  dental  therapists  has demonstrated increased

access  to high quality ,  cost-effective,  culturally appropriate  and

affordable care for  historically underserved populations.  

 

Dental  therapists  are highly trained l icensed or certif ied dental  care

professionals  who provide community education and preventive

services and perform some of  the most  common dental  procedures

such as  preparing and fi l l ing cavities .  They work as  part  of  a  dentist -

led team, extending the reach of  dentists  and significantly increasing

access  to care for  members of  underserved populations.  

 

Dental  therapists  are currently authorized in some or al l  sett ings in

twelve states .  Seven additional  states  have considered or  are st i l l

considering dental  therapy legislation in their  2019 legislative

sessions.   

 

T h e  c o a l i t i o n :

Recommends necessary changes in federal ,  state  and local  laws,

policies  and guidelines to al low for the broader implementation and

practice of  dental  therapy;

Encourages efforts  to  educate public  health and other health

professionals ,  decision makers and the public  on the integration of

dental  therapy into oral  health care delivery;

Supports  efforts  to  provide consistency in the l icensure or

certif ication of  dental  therapists  as  well  as  dental  therapist

education based on standards created by the Commission on Dental

Accreditation (CODA),  the same body which creates  accreditation

standards for  dental  and dentist  hygienist  education programs,  and

will  support  robust  dental  therapy programs based on CODA

standards.


